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Cardiff Metropolitan University Ethics reference number: CSE20171812 
 
Title of Project: ‘“Small Hands Do Them Because They Must”: Examining the 
Reception of The Lord of the Rings Among Children and Adolescents’ 
 

Parent / Guardian Information Sheet 
 
Background 
 
This PhD project is concerned with determining the perceptions and experiences of 
young readers of The Lord of the Rings. Through survey and interview, the study will 
examine several aspects The Lord of the Rings to provide a useful insight into how 
younger readers respond to the text. This project also aims to provide participants with 
confidence as they approach reading and discussing books in the future. 
 
Your child’s participation in the research project 
 
Why your child has been asked 
Your child has been invited to take part in this project because they are younger than 
eighteen and have read The Lord of the Rings. We are trying to understand what 
children and adolescents think about and experience when they read The Lord of the 
Rings. 
 
What would happen if you agree for your child to join this project? 
If you agree for your child to join the study, they will participate in one or two interview 
session(s), depending on availability. During this interview session(s), the will: 
1. Your child, along with his/her peers will be asked to complete a survey about their 

perceptions of and experience reading The Lord of the Rings. For example, the 
participants may be asked what they think about various characters, the settings 
they read about and opinion about the themes of the story? 

2. Your child will then be interviewed by a researcher. The researcher will use photos 
of real-world locations to discuss settings from the story. The researcher will also 
use index cards with character names to discuss the characters and relationships 
from the text. 
 
The interviews will be audio recorded for the sake of accuracy when compiling data. 
If the interview takes place via video call, the video call will be recorded for the same 
reason. 
 
At the end of the project the results will be used as part of a PhD project with the 
names of participants remaining anonymous. 

 
Are there any risks? 
We do not think there are any significant risks to your child from taking part in the study. 
However, if s/he does have any worries then feel free to tell us.  
 
Your rights 
In the very unlikely event of something going wrong during the study, UWIC fully 
indemnifies its staff, and participants are covered by its insurance. 
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What happens to the results of this study? 
 
The results of this study will be used as part of a PhD thesis. However, the names and 
any documentation that may reveal the identity of the participants will be thoroughly 
examined to ensure that anonymity remains. The information will be represented and 
themes and codes will be drawn from interviews. However there will be no description 
that would indentify individuals. Interview transcripts will also keep the identity of the 
individual anonymous.   
 
Are there any benefits from taking part? 
Yes, your child will be able to learn more about their reading experience of The Lord of 
the Rings and may even become more aware of their reading style. This could help 
them feel more confident and excited about their future reading and ability to 
communicate those experiences.  
 
What happens next? 
With this letter you’ll find an information sheet for your child. There are also two forms to 
complete. The first is for you to give permission for your child to be involved in the 
project. The second is a different form for your child to complete to confirm that s/he is 
willing to take part. If you are willing for your child to participate, and s/he is too, please 
return them to the researcher. Thank you.  
 
How we protect your privacy: 
As you can see, the research project will respect your child’s privacy. We have taken 
very careful steps to make sure that your child cannot be identified from any of the 
information that we have about them.  
 
All the information about your child will be stored securely away from the consent and 
assent forms. At the end of the project we will destroy the information we have gathered 
about your child. We will only keep the consent and assent forms with your name and 
address. We keep these for ten years because we are required to do so by UWIC.  
 
Further information 
If you have any questions about the research or how we intend to conduct the study, 
please contact us. 
 
 
 
Luke Shelton      Dimitra Fimi                                                       
 J.Baugher@outlook.cardiffmet.ac.uk   dfimi@cardiffmet.ac.uk  
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